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From: Jeff Tozzer
To: Strzalka, Amy (SAO)
Subject: Towne Road Levee Setback project
Date: Monday, October 9, 2023 3:04:57 PM
Attachments: Pages from Six Year (2023-2028) Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)-2.pdf

External Email

Dear Ms. Strzalka,

I believe the County lost between $1.2M and $1.5M dollars when they decided to appease the
petitioners and withheld the approval of a contract with the DOE to pave the roadway.  

Below, the TIP shows an estimated $1.2M would have been needed to complete the roadbed,
and my research is leading to believe that those funds were lost when the grant expired on
June 30th, 2023.

Jeff

mailto:jeff.tozzer@gmail.com
mailto:strzalkaa@sao.wa.gov
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B. Beginning and End Milepost (MP) or Termini
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rport to
Pre-level and overlay and section of grind and overlay.
Cooperat¡ve project with the City of Port Angeles.


NHSAM = 51,038,280
Towne Road 1522701 1698-L7011 MP 0.76 to MP 1.99
Spot improvements for shoulders and sight distance between
Woodcock Road and future alignment on top of relocated levee.


Towne Road (52270) 1698-16061 MP 1.99 to Seq. Dung. Way
Reconstruct and relocate segment of Towne Rd. on top of
completed relocated levee section. Dungeness R¡ver Floodpla¡n
Restoration Gront (DRFR) and/or REET = 51,200,000 (estimate)


unqr Koaq l¡rÞ/u, [5Lr,-¿rurr¿I. Koao tmprovements retated to the
lefferson County Undi Road Bypass Project. Funded by a Federal
Lands Access Program (FLAP) Award to Jefferson County. Project


delivered by Western Federal Londs Híghway Div. FLAP 52,034,407


Clallam Slough Br¡dge Replacement (194ü) BR1)
On Frontier Street {19400) MP 0.07 to MP 0.¿14 Demol¡sh br¡dge and


replace w¡th new bridge and approaches designed to current standards.
Design antic¡pated to be completed in 2022. STP(BR) = 55,19j,100
Hoko Falls Br¡dge (914608R2) [698-1804]
on Hoko-ozette Road (91a60) MP 6.88 to Mp 6.91
Various bridge preservat¡on work (replace expansion joints,
clean bridge, prepare & paintbearings, seal deck).


5ol Duc R¡ver Bridge (112008R1)


on qu¡llayure Road (112@) MP 6.47 to MP 6.52
Bridge preservation. Prep and paint steel truss bridge
srP(BR) = Sz,zso,ooo
weer Br¡dge (1E760BRL)


On Weel Road (18760) MP 0.39
Bridge preservat¡on. Prep and paint steel girder brìdge.
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From: Jeff Tozzer
To: Strzalka, Amy (SAO)
Subject: Towne Road Levee Setback Project (Sequim area)
Date: Saturday, October 7, 2023 8:08:48 PM
Attachments: IMG_20231007_100316.jpg

IMG_20231007_100242.jpg

External Email

Dear Ms. Strzalka,

Thank you for your call last week, you were very generous with your time and insight.  Upon
your advice, I’ve written to the Department of Ecology and am awaiting their reply (see email
below).

My biggest question continues to be, “Where did the funds meant for resurfacing Towne Road
go?”  I’ve been able to follow the money up until August 15th of this year, and then it
disappears.  I’ll attempt to summarize my research.

Last month I asked Department of Community Development Director Bruce Emery where the
resurfacing funds had gone.  He replied: "A large portion of the grant funds available for the
initial plan expired on June 30, 2023. As events transpired, the funds were re-directed to help
defray costs of cleanup of the contaminated material found beneath the surface of Towne
Road.”  However, during the February 27th Work Session, County Staff were confident that
the contingency related to soil contamination would be accommodated by the Department of
Ecology’s grant.    

It is fairly routine for the Department of Ecology to cover costs related to contamination, and
I’m certain project engineers anticipated the discovery of contaminated soil before removing a
road that had been paved, tarred, oiled, and traversed for over 80 years.  In fact, Commissioner
Mark Ozias stated in August:  "The good news is that a few weeks ago we did learn that our
application for these additional funds has been approved.  After meeting with our elected
Director of Community Development and our Public Works team, we are moving forward this
summer with a variety of projects that are necessary regardless of final design (addressing a
section of the levee that has settled, adding additional stormwater infrastructure, etc.)  We are
looking for responsive bids by August 15 (today!) for work to be completed before mid-
October.”  To me, that verifies that the DOE indeed covered the contingency and that Towne
Road would be reopening in October.

Additionally, during the Work Session on February 27th which paused the project, County
Engineer Donisi provided an agenda item summary stating that “no budget action is required”
for Towne Road.  The document states: “The projected costs including appropriate
contingencies and cost escalation factors for the Final Phase including relocation of the road
(with 4 foot shoulders) are budgeted for 2023.”  Engineer Donisi included a proposed
schedule for "Towne Road Relocation” that would have completed resurfacing by June 30th. 
I’ve attached both these documents below.

Both the Commissioners office and the DCD office have provided conflicting information
about the funds.  Here is the data my research has provided:

mailto:jeff.tozzer@gmail.com
mailto:strzalkaa@sao.wa.gov

(%

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY  FEB2 7013
(Must be submitted NLT 3PM Wednesday for next week agenda)

Department: Public Works/Road

WORK SESSION [X] Meeting Date: 02/27/2023

REGULAR AGENDA Meeting Date:

Required originals approved and attached? [X|
Will be provided on:

Item summary:

[ Call for Hearing O Contract/Agreement/MOU - Contract #
[ Resolution [ Proclamation Budget Item
Draft Ordinance [J Final Ordinance X Other Pre-Bid Status Report

Documents exempt from public disclosure attached:
Executive summary:

Discussion of the Schedule for the Towne Road relocation (with 4 foot wide shoulders) as the Final
Phase of the Dungeness River Floodplain Restoration and Levee Setback project. Part of the
discussion key to scheduling will be the upcoming deadlines for expending the remainder of current
grants.

Budgetary impact: (is there a monetary impact? If so, are funds for this already allocated or is a budget change necessary? If
this is a contract and a budget change s necessary, the budget change form must be submitted with the item at work session and for the
regular agenda) 1f a budget action is required, has it been submitted and a copy attached?

No Budget action is required. The projected costs including appropriate contingencies and cost
escalation factors for the Final Phase including relocation of the road (with 4 foot wide shoulders) are
budgeted for 2023.

Recommended action: (Does the Board need to act? If so, what is the department's recommendation?)

Discussion

County Official signature & print name: Joe Donisi 94{ Borece
Name of Employee/Stakeholder attending meeting: _ Joe Donisi, Cathy Lear, Bruce Emery

Relevant Departments: __Public Works/Road Dept., DCD

Date submitted: 02/22/2023

= Work Session Meeting - Submit 1 single sided/not stapled copy 2023 Agenda IS Towne Road Discussion
** Regular Meeting - Submit 1 single sided/not stapled copy and originals (1 or 3 copies) Revised: 3-04-2019

Questions? Call Loni Gores, Clerk of the Board, ext 2256




Proposed Schedule

Towne Road Relocation (with 4 foot wide shoulders)

Final Phase of the Dungeness River Floodplain Restoration and Levee Setback project

Call For Bids March 14, 2023

Open Bids April 4, 2023

Start Work May 1, 2023

Work Completed June 30, 2023 (40 working days)
Ecology Grant Deadline June 30, 2023

2-22-23





On February 27th, Commissioner Ozias paused the project.  At this time, the DOE
would have funded the resurfacing if it was completed by June 30th.

By February 27th, if there was any concern about costs of removing contaminated soil,
County staff was certain that the DOE would cover that contingency.  Furthermore, the
County Engineer confirmed funds had been secured for resurfacing, including
contingencies and cost escalations, and he provided documentation.

The DOE grant was due to expire on June 30th which would leave the County
financially liable for resurfacing the road.  I’ve found no documentation that the grant
was extended.

In August, Commissioner Ozias stated that additional funds had been approved and
resurfacing should be completed by mid October.

On September 8th County Commissioners publicly announced that they were
considering various resurfacing options.  Whichever option is chosen, funds will likely
not be available for 2-3 years.

Without visibility to the grant, I still don’t know if resurfacing Towne Road was necessary to
fulfill the terms of that agreement.  Regardless, the funds were available less than two months
ago (August 15th) but I can’t find where they’ve gone.  

I hope I've helped you determine if this is within your office’s scope.  Please let me what
further information I can provide. 

Sincerely,

Jeff Tozzer
Sequim

From: Jeff Tozzer <jeff.tozzer@gmail.com>
Subject: Towne Road Levee Setback (Sequim area)
Date: October 5, 2023 at 5:01:16 AM PDT
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To: joenne.mcgerr@ecy.wa.gov

Dear Ms. McGerr,

I’m a resident of Sequim trying to learn more about the closing of a rural road that
was planned to reopen on September 30th but didn’t.  I believe you worked on the
Towne Road Levee Setback project just north of Sequim which was funded, in
part, by a DOE grant.  The roadbed is finished, but County leaders are offering
various reasons why the road cannot be opened.  I’m hoping you are able to
clarify a few things since I don’t have visibility to the DOE grant.

Did the DOE grant specify that, to complete the project, the levee (future roadbed
of Towne Road) must be surfaced in order to fulfill the grant requirement? There
was some discussion that the project was considered “completed" when the
roadbed was finished, and surfacing would be only an “improvement.”  In other
words, did Clallam County completely fulfill the grant's deliverables in the
DOE’s view?

Were any DOE funds revoked, or even repossessed, by the County failing to meet
any DOE expectations?

Also, contaminated soil was discovered while removing the “old” Towne Road
surface.  Was the removal of the contaminated soil covered by a contingency
allocated by the DOE, or was Clallam County responsible for this cost?  I’ve
received conflicting answers from County staff.

Towne Road served as a vital link for thousands of residents between Dungeness
and Sequim and I’m trying to find out why it isn’t opening as promised.  I thank
you in advance for any information you are able to share. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Tozzer
Sequim, WA
206-300-5525
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